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惟謙‡謹謀議
re_examination of Jane Eyre and Mr§ R∝hester

is an anbltious舟not yet f皿y real|sed , addit10n

鴇案詩誌嵩諾意薄黒
Jc狐Rhys, novel, `Wide Sa重節鵜SO Sea’,址s宣S a
heady plu血ge lntO the go血lC realms of sexually

repressIVe VICtOrlan England , seen血ough the

contrasting eyes and atumdes of the Canbbean.
There lS muCh here [o feast on. Geraldine
Pilgrin・s exquisitely concelVed sput-level de-

sign of swin即g shu章ters and paneued balas-

trade声eVerberatmg PhysICal and vISual lmgeS

which beckon us to draw parallels between the
皿ySteriously beguiling world of Antomette, the

fust M.s Rochester, and血at of Jane Eyre,

starchy but no less passlO腿tely falllng Prey tO

MェR∝hester,s ・sad heart, ・ Sheweu and Pilgrim

丸ggle血e v壷ous issues - thc Ⅱat町e o白ovc・
hate, madness, female identity, C山tural alien-
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to enname the colonlal pre]u-
dices of William Gamlnara’s
StarChy Rochester wlth the
donning of a brlght scarlet
dress. He meets his match in
the alabaster edifi∞ Of Abigail
Bond’s Jane, Whose primly
SeIf℃On§Cious references to the
“dear reader’’make the point

that she lS Written in a di鯖er-

ent style, While allowing her to

籠k三島監書t劃d o心
血domg so she山田血nates

葦藷護謹議
in origma血ty and penetration.

器楽t蒜e講読智慧
tering of insights, Particularly
about cultural identity. But
Jane’s final moan about the
bormg ubiquity of the happy
ending forces her dear reader
to髄鯖er. the breast-beatmg tra-
dltlOn tO Which this play
belongs pem血ts o血y unhappy

Claire Armitstead


