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ORIGIN of the SPECIES

A LOVE STORY by Bryony Lavery

It is late: a dark clear night: it is the last night of the year, and the
first quarter of the New Moon.

Molly Starkey. famous archeologist and raconteur is awaiting
the passing of 1984 with a mixture of excitement and dread.

As the clock ticks on towards midnight, she tells us a story — it
IS a love story —a historical romance. set in Africa and
Yorkshire. an epic tale filled with excitement and adventure.
explosions and upheaval — spanning those heady years from
The Dawn of Time until Now — a story so very strange that even
Molly’s lifelong friend Victoria finds it difficult to believe it could
possibly have happened.

But it is true.
Will you believe it?

20 MARCH - 6 APRIL

at The Drill Hall Arts Centre
16 Chenies Street WCI

Goodge Street Box Office 637 8270
Tues - Sat at 8 pm (Wed 20 March at 7 pm)

Free creche Friday & Saturday Evenings
Access for people with disabilities Bar & Restaurant




"N’ Under™ which has just won its author his
third Edinburgh Fringe First Award.

“Up N’ Under” takes us into the worid of
amateur rugby league where the Cobblers Amms,
Castieford, have never been beaten in the
Amateur Rugby Laague Seven-A-Side touna-
mert.

Assembied for this hilarious new play Is
one of the most athietic—and heavies!

SINCIONESTS enact the evolution of man and woman
kind from the Dawn of Time to Now. Amoebas, hope
ful monsters. beagies and fish-apes evoive to some
form of homo sapeens—oomplete with his mongage and
Cradit cards.

; l Jim van der Woude is one of Holland's leading theatre artists, and a tireless
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an new theatre writing”
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JIM VAN DER WOUDE
“BRAINSTORM”

8th - 10th OCTOBER

Stichting Orkater (Holland) prasents for the first time In this country Jim van der
Wouds in “Brainstorm on the Sea of Madness'

Autumn

inventive performer of great skill. “Brainstorm” is a
=\ comic tale of city life gone mad, one man's day
as he goes jogqging, rides his bike, buys a
present, visits his local bar. This hapless
neurotic towndweller is a unigue

comic creation in the mould / The

of Buster Keaton and -
Jacques Tati / Birmingham
Repertory Theatre
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WIND BLOWS

by RAYMOND BRIGA

18th OCTOBER - 10th NOVEMBEF

ingham
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Directed by Clive Perry
Designed by Janet Scarfe

“When the Wind Blows" Is Raymond Briggs’ stage
version of his famous anti-nuclear cartcon parable
Is passionately on the side of sanity and sur
Jim and Hilda Bloggs, a retired couple who
1o an isolated counlry cottage, are tidy
proud and hopelessly behind the times. One
Jim hears on the radio that a pre-emptive stri
way. Armed with Govarnment leaflets, in which he
his faith, he constructs a refuge
gathers emergency rations, T
brought to their task the
Two, emerge after the Bomb to fir
holocaust world, Trusting to t
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Monsirous Ragiment is ane of the most wel-knowr
and longest established feminist theatre companies
0 this country. Bryony Lavery retums to work wi
J famous group after recent greatl success witl
Elﬂ?mmary Productions, Female Trouble and
Theatre of Brant
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BOOKING: Box Office 021-236 4455

10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday to Saturday
Performance Thmes: Monday 10 Friday 745 pm., Saurday< 800 pm
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Prices: Mondays to Saturday £4.00 all seats, School Parties (10 or more), Students
Senior Ciizens and Unemployed £2 50 all seats on presentation of proof
(EXCEPT Sanirdays)
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THE BIRMINGHAM
REPERTORY THEATRE Press Release

Bread Street, Birmingham Bl 2EP,

BIRMINGHAM REP GOES INTO PARTNERSHIP WITH
LEADING FEMINIST TOURING COMPANY

. - MORIGIN OF THE SPECIES - A LOVE STORY"
by
BRYONY LAVERY

On a fresh Autwmm morning in 1859 Charles Darwin published his "Origin of Species”.

By nightfall, the first edition was completely sold out.

125 years later, Monstrous Regiment in association with Birmingham Rep bring to the

stage the two person version of this popular best-seller...

Tt is late; a dark clear night: it is the last might of the year, and the
first quarter of the New Moon. Molly Starkey, famous archeologist and
raconteur is awatting the passing of 1984 with a mizture of excitement and
dread.

As the clock ticks on towards midnight, she tells us a story. It is a

B

love story, a historical romance, set in Africa and Yorkshire. It 18 an
epic tale filled with excitement and adventure, explosions and upheaval which
spans those heady years from.The Dawn of Time wntil Now. It is a story so
very strange that even Molly's lifelong friend Victoria finds 1t difficult

to believe it could possibly have happened.

But it is true... will you believe it?

MORIGIN OF THE SPECIES ~ A LOVE STORY” is Monstrous Regiments 16th production

and its first co-production with Birmingham Rep.  Its run in the Birmingham Rep

Studio Theatre is from 28nd November to 22nd December. Bryony Lavery, among
foremost feminist writers in the U.K., has written four previous plays for

Monstrous Regiment, including their highly sueaeséful CALAMITY ",

'Bryony Lavery has an excellent ear for one—liners, pastiche and bizarre detail'...
— CITY LIMITES 3-9 FEBRUARY 1984
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Gillian Harma and Mary McCusker, both founder members of Monstrous Regiment (last
seen together in 'CALAMITY'), are directed by Nona Shepphard.  dJenny Carey is
the designer.

GILLIAN HANNA has worked with 'Monstrous Regiment' since ite foundation in 1975,

She has, however, done a lot of work outside the Company including playing

Mrs Lovatt in Stephen Sondheim's mustcal 'Sweeney Todd' at The Liverpool Playhouse
and Watford Palace Theatre, appearances at the Edinburgh Festival, and T.V.
appearances which tnclude 'GRANGE HILL' and ‘BROOKSIDE'.

MARY McCUSKER has worked with "Monstrous Regiment' on twelve productions over the

past nine years. She is no stranger to the Birmingham Rep where she played the
Ullin/Luther character in 'The Triumph of Death'.  Her TV work includes 'View from

Daniel Pike,' 'Play for Today' and a part in a film for Channel 4.

NONA SHEPPHARD, the director of 'ORIGIN OF THE SPECIES - A LOVE STORY' has been

acting, writing and dirvecting in theatre since 1973 when she worked at Liverpool
Playhouse.  She was Tour Director and then Associate Director at the Gateway Theatre,
Chester. During 1882 - 3 she directed and choreographed 'KINGDOM COME' at the Lyric
Theatre, Belfast, directed 'LOVE AND DISSENT' for the Women's Theatre Group and wrote,
directed and choreographed 'FORCES FAVOURITES' for M6 Theatre Company.

This 18 the second show Nona has directed for Monstrous Regiment, after the success

of 'CALAMITY' which she directed in September, 1983.

JENNY CAREY, the designer of the play trained as a fine artist at the Slade School.

She started in the theatre in 1972 in Sir Peter Hall's 'TEMPEST', working with John
Bury.  Her most recent work 1s ANIMAL FARM with Sir Peter Hall, currently playing -
at the National Theatre.

Although this 1is the 5th play to be written for MONSTROUS REGIMENT by Bryony Lavery =
she has written a total of twenty-seven stage plays including ZULU and FEMALE TROUBLE.
Bryony has also written a series for television 'REVOLTING WOMEN' and for radio
'CHANGES AT WORK'!

For further information contact
Ian Mean on 0789 66812
or

Joy Harwris om 021 — 236 6771

- ENDS -
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- MONSTROUS REGIMENT present ORIGIN OF THE SPECIES by BRYONY LAVERY

—-5;i1:?-01recbed by NONA SHEPPHARD . designed- by JENNY CAREY -
1n tha cast <- GILLIAN HANNA and. MARY McCUSKER o '

___at--?he__DmH" Hall Arts Centre 20 March - 6 Aprﬂ 1885 ' B L
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N e £reeh” Autumn morning in 1859 Charles Darwin published h1s ORIGIN OF SPEbI»s;_ o

By nightfall, -the first edition was comp]ete]/ sold out.

_';_ “One hundrad ard. twenty five years later, Monstrous Regiment took a Took at this e

pcpular best seller to see where women fwtted in to the master theory - a look __'

which Yed them-to the works of other master historians, evolutionists,
- - _archzelogists, sociologists. They Lamc across views like- that of Gustav_le Bon

ia teading French scientist and one of the Tounders of social psybro1ogy)_whp_
Cwrote in 1879 - A AN

i

_recognise today that they represent the mest inferior fords of human - -
“”~?¢\olut1on -and that- they are closer to children and sevages than to -~ .. =
LT an adultcivilised man. They excei in 7Tickleness, 1nconstancv N
S - 7 7 apsence of thought and logic, and incapacity to. reason SR =

e LAY f“cn.f*hdﬁnm?fr Wi hasg kS d f*i*f«m the- intallioence ofl WAMED i o dingl o ma 210

ﬁnJ S0, Monstrous Qeg1ment s two person version 6F this popu1ar be;t sc}ier cowes;_~‘3

to the stage. - T C I
it s late.....a dark clear n1ghu It is the 1asn nagnt of- the-year - -.

7 and- the first quarter of the New Moon. Molly Starkey, famous arrcheologist
- apd raconteur is awaiting the passing of tnn year w1th a- m1xture of-~

excitemeni-and dread: I . LT
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. Bs-the clock ticks on Lowaroc m1dn1ght sha tells us a story Itiis}a B
- 77 T love s»ovy @ historical romance, set im Africa and Yorkshire. It i3~
.7, an-epic tale f111°d with excitement and adventure, exp1051ons and
- upheaval. which spans those heady years from The Dawn of Time until-Now.
- It is a~story so very strange that even Molly's }ifelong friend,. V1cuor1a,.
© 7 finds difficuity- in believing it Could poss1b1y havD happened e e :

“';Buu it is- true Lwill you- be11eve 1t? R ] ol

MONSTROUS REGIMENT are pleased that ORIGIN OF THE SPECTES - A LOVE STORY was_-ﬁ oo

‘undertaken. as a co-production with the Birmingham Repertory Theatre and ran
An the Studio. there frem 22 November to .22 December -1984: They are delighte
- -uhat this joint venture haS been sucn a success. ”"_‘.1 .

A]though this is the fifth play to-be written for MONSTROUS REGIMENT by

BRYONY LAVERY, she has written a.totalof twenty seven stage.plays 1nc]ud1ng h  ST

- ,4' ZULL (National Theatré of Brent),AFEMRLE TROUBLE and material for THE _ - - ~
" WANDSWORTH WARMERS : .

TFor: further information please contact - HAVIS SEAmgn[sgARONmpqﬁ@g qn-p§1f1§é§}_f-
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