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THE PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED with being 50, fat and over the
hill would not, at first sight, appear to be the raw material for

good comedy.

But Carol Bunyan has
made use of this theme to
create a very @ funny,
poignant drama ' about
women's lives in her latest
work  Waving, which

REVIEW by
Pen_nv Simpson.

ters m break out. of their

opened at the Sherman -stultifying past. -

Arena this week.

Waving gives us a series
of wry observations on
what our soclety expects _
of the middle-aged, the
‘“real” 50-year-olds who do
not match up to the likes
of Joan Collins and J: ane
Fonda.

At times highly comieal,
there is nevertheless a lot
of anger bubbling below
the surface — anger only
just contained by the four
central characters, all of
whom are convinced their
lives are over because
they are not beautiful.

From their
ation it is apparant that
Enid and Joyce have

| spent their lives following

their husbands' interests
But sitting out ‘on 'a

Spanish beach, they sud-.

denly. realise what  they

could achieve by going.

solo.

Their mini-revolution at
Pino's Bar is portrayed
with a lot of humour by
Pauline Jefferson and Pa-
mela Lane.

The two also excel at

' showing the frustrations

that have led their charac-

convers-

In the second act, two
new characters are intro-
duced to develop this
theme; "a  70-year-old
woman confined to a
wheelchair, desperate. to
join Exit, and her daugh-
ter, an apologetic ‘and
' indecisive woman.

Their bickering and bad
humour gives way to a

startlmg transformation
at the fancy dress ball at
the local hotel — another
opportunity for some
gentle humour from the
playwright, underlined by
a sense of the waste of lost.
years.

In the meantime Enid
and Joyce are busy
making up excuses for
their husband's  unac-
countable' absences from
the beach bar, a fact that
has roused the suspicions
of other guests . . .

Waving runs at the Ar-
ena until September 20.
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: CARDIFF
| Waving

- FAILED and finished at 50 . . . that’s
 the moan of post-menopausal Enid and
~ Joyce as sit in the sun on their
‘Costa del Sol package holiday.
! Collins, Jane Fonda, Nanette
Newman be knocking the half-
cenl too, but “it’s not the same sort
of 507, they reflect bitterly, as they
disclose to each other their humdrum,
“housewifely lives. Out to sea, their
P i e
: eir daily swim,
trymmonmw to the swarms of
; German holiday-makers
‘what true Brits (“We won the war,
didn’t we?”) are really made of.
Enid and Joyce — two quite delight-

fully understated performances by
Pauline gietfexson mc'nlgd Pam:llla l’..aﬁe
respectively — provided much gentle
amusement in the first half of Carol
Bunyan’s new play Waving at the
Sherman Arena Theatre when Mon-
strous Regiment’s 21st show visited it
on its national tour.

The dramatist demonstrates what a
keen ear she has for the casual conversa-

‘tion of women, the yearning behind the

most pedestrian of phrases, the lack of
self-confidence positive atti

that have held back many older women
from realising their potential as
people. The humour and self-mockery

of these put-upon wives make their

remarks all the more touching.

Less satisfactory is the second half of
this unpretentious production by Ange-
la Langfield, where a 70-year-old in-
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valid widow (strongly played by Vivien-
ne Burgess) and her unmarried daugh-
ter (Jane Lowe) drink sangria on the
same beach-bar patio (excellent setting
by Claudia Mayer). The wheelchair-
bound mother longs for death, whether
it be from natural causes, euthanasia or
suicide; the uptight daughter, one of
life’s losers, reveals all-too-clearly why
she is doomed to be the office dogsbody
therever her-shorthand typing takes
er.

The mother has some lovely one-
liners, but on the whole the duologue
proves too predictableand stagey, while
the final scene with its fairy-tale ribbon-
tieing is an unconvincing cop-out.
Nevertheless, Waving still provides a
most amusing and food-for-thought

entertainment.
Jon Holliday
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@® Pamela Lane, Jane Lowe, Vivienne Burgess
and Pauline Jefferson in one of the scenes.

' WAVING

Women who fail to
make . their way in
the world, or
achieve anything
like their full po-
tential, are often

crippled by low self

esteem.

As one of the wo-
men in Carol Bunyan’s
Bolton Octagon com-
edy puts it: The choice
seems to lie between
between becoming a
short-hand typist, a
nurse, or joining the
Wrens.

Ms Bunyan is a per-
ceptive, non-strident
feminist whose pla?'
“Waving”, is a well
crafted, multi-layered
comedy which carries
a lot of pain and anger

T

underneath its surface
gloss of belly laughter.

It’s about four age-
ing women, approach-
ing or beyond the au-
tumn of their lives,
who have all chosen to
be victims of other
people’s demands and
expectations.

nwardly they fan-
tasise about freedom
and self fulfilment,
while outwardly they
behave like well-wo-
ven doormats.

It’s set in a Spanish
beach bar on a Tues-
day (choose-day, get
it?}w en after fendlng
off their tensions an
frustrations with yoga
and envious dreams of
Joan Collins, they get
high on Asti Spumanti
and almost manage to

et into the swim of
ife: liked a caged
budgerigar glimpsin
anotgher kind of gxistg-
ence on the other side
of the window pane.

It's entertainingly
performed by the
touring group, Mon-
strous Regiment, with
a particularly striking

rformance from

ivienne Burgess as
the patrician mother,
shrewdly manipulating
her daughter, and im-
aginative direction by
Angela Langfield.

n route it’s a send-
up of the British ab-
road, with their un-
concealed dislike and

contempt for every-

thing foreign.
RON LAWSON

m -
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Crucible Studio

CAROL Bunyan's crisp
four-hander is a serious
tale of frustrated ambition
and missed opportunitics.
But there's comic relief
too, as she presents por-
trait of four women whose
wasted lives reach the
brink of revival.

Monstrous Regiment's
studio grcmiere opensin a
Spanish holiday beach bar
as two women — Enid
(Pauline Jelferson) and

CENT ST
o ~

Joyce (Pamela Lane) —

who have spent a lifetime
in the reluctant service of

their husbands, hold up a .

mirror to their existence

“and realise the image of

failure that reflects mock-
ingly back at them. :°

In the second half they'

are joined by a crippled
mother (Vivienne Burgess)
who wants to join Exit to
end the misery and bofe-
dom of her wheelchair,
and a weary daughter
(Jane Lowe) whose expect-

STAR - 5/2/88
(YORKSHIRE)

ation th}eéhold was
crushed to dust, probably
at birth., & L

Much ¢ of ©* Carol
Bunyan's writing centres

as much on what she,

,doesn’t say as the lines

that we actually hear, and .
she often teases the "

audience with fragments
of conversations as we are
left to make up our own

mi
could lead.

From its naturalisitic
opening, with everyday
conversations of the No 97
bus variety, superbly
observed, the play then
dissolves into fantasy, and
here the touch is less sure
as the second act drifts to
an unlikely conclusion.

There is just a single
strand of ideas, presenting
standard images of
oppressed women trapped
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in meaningless marriages;

and others, whose lack of
want or will, lead to their
own frustrations. 2

Waving does not pen-

‘etrate below the surface of

the the oppression it pur-
ports to portray, so ironi-
cally perhaps, the expect-
ation threshold of the play
itself is limited. But it is

" chock full omic ideas
m&%‘na There

are some good gags. It
continues to February 13.

Alan Powell
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WAVING Waving is equally touching
and funny. It focuses on an
Monstrous Regiment elderly, wheelchair-bound
Battersea Arts Centre mother and her grown-up
Set in a tacky Spanish daughter/carer who is the
resort, Monstrous victim of her own self
Regiments's 21st show, sacrificing nature of which
Waving, has Joyce and everyone has taken
Enid coming of age—or advantage. The mother, in

rather coming to terms with permanent, mischievous
age. Both fifty, they are full  contemplation of suicide
of the aspirations, desires and obsessed with the

and resignations which dignity of death causes the
provide a safe antidote to a daughter great anxiety. ‘| do
lifetime of suburban wish you'd let me join EXIT.
hOUSGW'ffEW- Topics of | want to bloody die!” She
conversation revolve also dreads returning to
around Boots own brand Stoke Mandeville: ‘Mother,
toiletries and individually you cannot live your whole
packaged spotted dicks, life in fear of Jimmy Saville.’
Marks and Sparks Sophie Constanti

underwear and, of course,
the problems of being fifty:
‘I suppose it's because
we're just not useful :

anymore . . . it's too late to e om ance
be Shirley Conran . . . even

the shop assistants have no

respect for you.’ The real g

tragedy is that Joyce and
Enid, like millions of women
of their generation, have
never been accorded their
due respect.

A lot of their energy goes
into developing clandestine
methods of making life a bit
more exciting. ‘Naughty
days off’ involve buying a
Wispa bar and a copy of
Cosmopolitan and turning
‘straight to the articles on
how to transform your
make-up,’ or treating
oneself to Anais Anais ‘or
that liquid soap they have in
Marks. ‘It sounds like
typical consumer mentality
dross but, for Joyce and
Enid, it's merely the
habitual, superficial
language of their
circumstances, unable to
disguise their marvellously
unspoilt capacity to express
gut responses to the world
that surrounds them. And
their comments on coping
with middle age are
particularly memorable:

‘You've got to be able to SPARE RIB - MAY 1988
frighten people when you
get to our age.” ‘Margaret
Thatcher frightens people,”
comes the chilling reply.
The second half of

SPARERIB

GERRY MURRAY

. jane Lowe in Waving
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